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MINUTES OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DECEMBER 9, 1933 


A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Sierra Club was held at the club room, 1050 Mills 
Tower, San Francisco, California, Saturday morning, December 9, 1933, at ten o'clock. Present: 
Directors Adams, Badé, Clark, Colby, Dawson, Farquhar, Huber, LeConte, McDuffie, Parsons, 
Price, Tappaan, Yost. Absent: Directors Adair and Bernays. Samuel Merrill, Harry Hartman, 
Doris P. Rowlands, and Frank H. Lewis, chairmen of the Southern California, San Francisco Bay, 
Riverside, and Loma Prieta chapters, respectively, were also present. President Farquhar called the 
meeting to order. The absent directors, both of whom had written that they would be unable to 
attend, were excused. The minutes of the last meeting of the Board, held May 6, 1933, were ap- 
proved as published in the June, 1933, Sierra Club Bulletin. 

President Farquhar reported that during the past months he has endeavored to interest new 
people in the Sierra Club and its work, and that one of the encouraging features of the year has 
been the increase in the number of young people who have become actively interested in the Club 
and who have been working on various Club committees. 

Secretary Colby stated that the Club has been doing extremely well considering conditions, 
better than anticipated in the spring. 

Mr. Merrill, reporting for the Southern California Chapter, said that a number of members 
who had been compelled to drop their membership for financial reasons were beginning to come 
back into the Club. He mentioned the growing interest in skiing, and spoke of the interest in club 
xtivities among the younger members, which had resulted in the organization of a junior section 
of the Southern California Chapter. He also reported that Harwood and Muir lodges were in- 
creasingly used, and that the twentieth anniversary of Muir Lodge, to which John Muir was the 
frst contributor, was recently celebrated at the lodge. 

Mr. Hartman reported that San Francisco Bay Chapter local walks, overnight trips, lectures, 
and other activities have all been well attended during the past months. He stated that the chapter 
bylaws were amended prior to the recent chapter election and that an amendment increasing the 
tumber of members on the executive committee from six to nine was designed to improve the 
administration of the chapter activities. 

Miss Rowlands reported that the Riverside Chapter events have been well attended by mem- 
bers and visitors, and that many of the latter had shown an interest in becoming members. 

Mr. Lewis, chairman of the Loma Prieta Chapter, stated that it was just a year since the first 
steps were taken in organizing a chapter in the Santa Clara Valley region. The group was first 
brought together informally on semi-monthly walks, in which Elmo A. Robinson, of the San Jose 
Sate Teachers College, and a group of his students participated. Cooperation has been given from 
ume to time by the State College through use of its Little Theatre for educational features sponsored 
jointly by the Sierra Club group and the State College group. 

Mr. Colby reported that the National Park Service, in planning improvements to and re- 
nag of the Tioga Road, had asked for the advice of the Sierra Club, particularly inviting the 
400s recommendation as to which route it favored, the “high line” or the “low line.” The high 
line would relocate the Tioga Road from White Wolf to Tuolumne Meadows on a route north of 
Mount Hoffmann, along the rim of of the Tuolumne Cajion, passing through and crossing South 
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Fork of Cathedral Creek. A study was made of the proposed route by Directors McDuffie, Huber 
Farquhar, and Colby, who visited the region. It was their opinion that, although the high line 
would afford an unusually fine scenic route of travel and open up a magnificent region, its construc: 
tion would be extremely expensive and it would be subject to severe snow conditions, Moreover 
it would be open for a shorter period during the summer season, so that a road on the lower location 
would have to be kept in repair for emergency use in seasons of heavy snowfall. Improvement 
being carried out at the two ends of the Tioga Road, by which the distance from Yosemite V 
to White Wolf will be shortened by approximately ten miles and the road through Tuolumy 
Meadows and on to Tioga Pass will be improved, were commended by the committee. The Porton 
of the road which passes the Sierra Club Soda Springs property will be abandoned, but the Pat 
Service has offered to build a spur from the base of Lembert Dome to the Soda Springs. Mr. Mc 
Duffie added that, in his opinion, the proposed high line would destroy a primitive wilderness am 
now available by trail to parties on horseback and on foot; that he felt the matter of extension of 
roads into new territory of the park is very serious and should be undertaken only if found thy 
such extension serves a great necessity; that the objections to the proposed high line are: its ong 
which will be twice that of the low line; its hazard from avalanches or slides; the fact that in a year 
of heavy snowfall it will probably be opened later and closed earlier than the present road; and thi 
it will open up to intensive use a primitive wilderness area. Mention was made of the fact that th 
present Tioga Road affords many miles of fine scenery for the motorist. 

A motion was passed that the report of the executive committee on the proposed improvement 
of the Tioga Road be adopted as the official report of the directors; that the National Park Servie 
be commended for the work done on the two ends of the road, which meets with the hearty ap 
proval of the Sierra Club; that the proposed high line location be not approved by the Sierra Club: 
and that the relocation of the existing Tioga Road by improving the grade and location be recom 
mended. The opinion was also expressed that the Club would favor the abandonment of the present 
road across Tuolumne Meadows provided that the proposed spur be built to the Soda Springs and 
that the bridge be retained for foot-travel. 

Mr. Colby, as chairman of the Outing Committee, presented a report on the finances of the 
1933 outing. The deficit of approximately $500 was considered to be a very good showing in view 
of the small number of members of the 1933 outing party. This deficit was more than covered by 
a balance carried over from previous outings. A motion was passed expressing appreciation of the 
fine work done by the outing committee in preparing and conducting the 1933 outing. 

Written reports submitted by Oliver Kehrlein, chairman of the Committee on Glaciers and 
chairman of the Committee on Mountain Records, were read and a vote of appreciation was given 
Mr. Kehrlein and his committees. 

Bestor Robinson, chairman of the Winter Sports Committee, appeared before the board and 
reported on the plans and activities of those interested in skiing and winter mountaineering. He 
spoke of the areas available for skiing and stated that the whole timberline area of the Sierra was 
excellent although certain sections were more accessible than others. Two areas deserving special 
attention, he said, are the Norden-Cisco area which is fairly accessible to people living in the Bay 
region because of the railroad and highway, and the back country of Yosemite, which offers fine 
opportunities for winter mountaineering. Southern California members can also easily reach good 
skiing country in the San Bernardino Mountains. He also spoke of the plans for conducting tests 
for skiers, using the specifications of the British Ski Club for the first, second, and third classes, with 
the addition of a fourth class as an encouragement to the novice skiers of the Sierra Club. 

Mr. Colby read a letter from Mrs. R. N. Wolfe, of Pittsburg, telling of a state-wide John Muir 
essay contest in high schools, sponsored by the California Federation of Women's Clubs, and seeking 
the cooperation of the Sierra Club. A motion was passed that the Sierra Club present to the 193 
winner of the John Muir Essay Contest in each of the six districts of the state a copy of the Siem 
Club publication, Ramblings through the High Sierra, by Joseph LeConte. 

The following resolution was adopted: That as a practical protest against the abuse of our 
country-side by commercial enterprises, the Sierra Club hereby enrolls as a Cooperating Organize’ 
tion of the California Council for Protection of Roadside Beauty. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the Lodge Committee, reported that a suggestion had been made that 
the LeConte Memorial Lodge in Yosemite Valley be converted into a mountaineering museu®. 
For many years the LeConte Lodge served a very useful purpose as a nature museum and head: 
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quarters for information, but since the building of the Yosemite Museum there was now little need 
for this service at the lodge. A general discussion, led by Mr. Colby and Prof. LeConte, brought 
out the unanimous opinion of the board that it was desirable for the Club to retain control of the 

in Yosemite Valley, both as a matter of sentiment and as an obligation to those who con- 
tributed to the building of this memorial. The use of the lodge for overnight accommodations by 
gembers of the Club was felt to be impracticable and not in keeping with National Park policies. 
Aresolution was adopted that the Lodge Committee develop the idea of using the lodge to advance 
general interest in mountaineering. 

Report was made that Mr. C. A. Harwell, Park Naturalist, Yosemite National Park, would 
like to have the Sierra Club work out with him a plan for using the Parsons Memorial Lodge at 
Tuolumne Meadows as a center for the National Park Nature Guide Service during the summer 
and as a museum of natural history. It was felt that such cooperation with the Park Service would 
be in line with the purposes of the Club and that such use would not conflict with any use that the 
Club might desire to make of the Soda Springs property, either in summer or winter. A motion 
was passed that the Executive Committee together with the Lodge and Winter Sports committees 
endeavor to work out a program for use of Parsons Memorial Lodge in order to get the maximum 
benefit from the lodge along the lines suggested, cooperating in this matter with the Park Service. 

A resolution was passed expressing the sympathy of the members of the board with Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter A. Starr in the loss of their son, Walter A. Starr, Jr., who was killed in a fall on the 
Minarets last August. Thanks were also voted to Mr. and Mrs. Starr for the gift of an enlarge- 
ment of a photograph of the Minarets taken by Walter A. Starr, Jr., shortly before his fatal accident. 

A motion was passed expressing the Club's appreciation to Mr. Albert Bender for his con- 
tinued interest in the Sierra Club as shown by his gift of a beautiful painting by Albert Marshall. 

The Executive Committee was authorized to act, consulting with Prof. LeConte, in the event 
any problems arise concerning the Club property in the Kings River Canyon by reason of the new 
state road now being constructed in the canyon. 

Mr. Huber, chairman of the special committee on revision of by-laws, appointed at the last 
meeting of the board, presented for consideration certain proposed changes, the changes being 
mainly for the purpose of conforming the by-laws to existing conditions. Following careful con- 
sideration and discussion, it was voted that the by-laws as read be approved in principle by the board 
of directors, a final draft to be sent to each director for further comment, final action to be taken 
by the Executive Committee before submission to the membership. 

Treasurer Huber reported on the receipts and disbursements of the year 1933, from which 
the gratifying results appeared that the receipts from dues have exceeded the estimate made in the 
spring; he also presented a proposed budget and an estimate of income for 1934. A motion was 
passed that the budget submitted be approved in principle and referred to the Executive Committee. 

The following were appointed to act as the nominating committee to select names to be placed 
on the ballot at the coming election of directors of the Sierra Club: E. A. Mayers (chairman), 
Edward O. Allen, Marian R. Hart, Robert L. Lipman, James Rennie; alternates, Dorothy H. Huggins, 
].C. Youngberg. 

The following were appointed judges of election to act in the counting of the ballots at the 
next regular election of directors: Violet Neuenburg (chairman), Helene Morgan (vice chairman), 
Ada §. Chaplin, Violet Fast, Mary M. Herman, Ida E. Logan, Helen M. McElligott, Alice L. 
Meussdorffer, Catherine S. Tubby. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. Wo. E. Coxsy, Secretary. 


A NEW BOOKLET ON SKIING 


To meet the need for an inexpensive and concise introduction to modern skiing, Dr. Walter 
Mosauer, a member of the Sierra Club and chairman of the Southern California Chapter portion 
of the Winter Sports Committee, has written a pamphlet on alpine skiing in the spirit of the Arlberg 
School, illustrated with outline drawings from a 16 mm. film of the author in action, picturing all 
the essential maneuvers, including stem turns, stem christianias, pure christianias, jump turns, 
telemark, and terrain jump. Ski equipment, waxes and waxing are also discussed. It is published 
by the Cloister Press, 1600 North Cahuenga Avenue, Hollywood, California, price fifty cents. 
Copies are also available at the Sierra Club, 1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco. 











SIERRA CLUB FOURTH CLASS SKI TEST 


It is the purpose of this test to determine the candidate's ability to engage adequately i 
country ski trips. Perfect form, while desirable, will not be insisted upon for the fourth ¢ 

The tests are as follows: 

Qualifying Test to be Passed First 

Straight no fall run either direct descent or diagonal under complete control for a 

tance of 100 yds. and at a speed of not less than 20 seconds for such distance (10 miles 

Snow plow under control for a distance of not less than five yards to a standstill on @ 

descent. : 

Successful execution under control of two right and two left stem turns on zigzag dese 

turns to be through at least 120° each, separated by traverses of at least fifteen yards 

Fourth Class Test 

The ascent and descent of 500 feet vertical elevation under packs (10 Ibs. for men, 6% 
women) to test reasonable climbing and downhill running capacity. The candidate must 
strate the proper use of both right and left kick turns on the ascent. The proper use of sk 
shall be expected throughout the test. A time limit for both ascent and descent vill be 
the judges. It will vary with snow conditions, but forty minutes as a proper time allo, 
gested under normal conditions. Sealskins and similar devices are to be permitted. F 

List of Judges i 

The numbers after the names indicate the test for which the judge is qualified to official 

SOUTHERN: Dr. Walter Mosauer (1-4), Lester La Velle (2-4), Louis Turner (2-4) 
Dawson (2-4), R. Clifford Youngquist (3-4), Michael Breen (4), D. Raymond Brot 
Nathan C. Clark (4), Donald de Fremery (4), Ray Morse (4), James I. Reynolds (4). 

NORTHERN: Dr. Otto Barkan (2-4), Prof. Joel H. Hildebrand (2-4), D. L. F 
(2-4), W. D. Patterson (2-4), Bestor Robinson (4), Horace H. Breed (4), Lewis F. Clam 
W. B. Garthwaite (4), Oliver Kehrlein (4), Harold L. Paige (4), Franklin J. Banker (4) 


OPEN HOUSE AND NEW EXHIBITS AT CLUB ROOMS 


Hereafter the Club Rooms in the Mills Tower will be open on Wednesday evenings 
to 9:30 P. M. instead of Tuesday evenings. New photograph exhibits scheduled beginnim 
uary 21: “Redwoods”, until February 18; “Southern California Trails and Byways”, until 
18; selected prints from the Seattle “Mountaineers”, until April 15; selected prints from the# 
ican Alpine Club, until May 13. 


SAN FRANCISCO BAY CHAPTER ORGANIZATION 


At the annual election of the San Francisco Bay Chapter held in October, the following 
elected members of the Executive Committee of the Chapter: Marjorie Hart, Harry Hartman 
N. Rice, Loren B. Taber, Loy W. Westermann, F. C. Youngberg. This was the first elect 
the recent revision of by-laws providing for nine members of the executive committee. } 
hold-over members were Jesse K. Brown, Minnie I. Gunzel, Marian R. Hart. At the org 
meeting of the committee, held in November, the following officers were elected for the ef 
year: Chairman, Harry Hartman; vice-chairman, F. C. Youngberg; secretary, Marjorie Harty 
urer, Minnie I. Gunzel. Subsequent to the November meeting Mr. Brown resigned as a me 
the Committee due to press of other matters, and Opal V. Sharman was elected by the Ca 
at its December meeting to fill the vacancy. The following were appointed chairmen of 
committees: Educational, Louis N. Rice; entertainment, Opal V. Sharman; local walks, 
Westermann; membership, Marian R. Hart; publication and publicity, F. C. Youngberg. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER ORGANIZATION 


At the annual election for members of the Executive Committee of the Southern G 
Chapter held in November, the following were elected for a term of one year: D. R.B 
Constance Edghill, Pauline P. Hubbard, Alice E. Knapp, Samuel Merrill, William J. Murray, 
J. Schonborn, Peter J. Van Oosting, R. C. Youngquist. The following officers were sub 
elected: Chairman, Samuel Merrill; vice-chairman, William J. Murray; secretary, Constance E 
treasurer, Robert J. Schonborn. 
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